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CONVICT INDENTS ETC.

'fhe Convict Indcnts arc thc mosl imponant legal records in the Convrct Sl-stem. 'lhe)

are usualll lists ofconr.icts ananged by thc ships tn \\hich they arri!ed. although rherc
arc some alphabetical Iists up to 1800. The cariicst records only gire name, place and
date of convicllon. and sentence: but bl the late l3l0s, details such as age, nativc placc.
marital status, literacy, crime and physical descnption were also given. The Indents
ot19n include details ollater elents in a convict's'career', such as ticket ofleave, cedilt-
cate of freedom or pardon number, notes on colonial ol'fenccs. re, transporlatlon !o 3
penal settlement, or death

The first major event' in a convict's career aller arival was assignment, rvith prlsoncrs
usually sent to a p.ivate settler or kept to work fbr the Government.

7'icket o{ lcave

A ticket ofleave allo\r'ed a convict to work for hisihcr orvn benefit, on conditions (chiefl)
that he,lshe remaining in a district). A convict rvas eligibie after satisf'actoril.v sen ing
from 4-3 years ofhis,/her lerm (depending on the length olthe original. scntencc).

a't tr, ot. ..t lr,.Jt'nt

This document sho*ed that a con\'ict had finished his sentence. It was usually grr cn to
convicts with 7 or 1,1 year sentences.

Conditional Pardon

Two major types ofpardons rvere availabie to convicts $ith long sentences such as lil'e,
or occasionally 14 years A Conditional Pardon remifted the remainder ofa convict's sen-

t€nce on the condition thal the person dtd not retum to Great Britain.

Absolute Pan|r:n

An Absolute Pardon unconditionally remihed the remainder ola convjct's sentence.

TTIE CONVICTS
Australia was originally established as a British convict colony. Convicts were liter-

ally persons convicted ofand under sentence for a felony or crime in the eyes ofthe iarv
ofthe day. There rvere approximately 82000 convicts transported to Australia belween
1788 and I849. Over the first 40 yean about 2100 ofthese were women.. A great many
we.e charged with crimes against property, sLrch as stealing food or clothing, some ofthe
ba.re necessities of life.

As you remember in the last newsletter we read about Jill Giles GGG grandfathers
trip to London from Ireland, in this issue rve rvill read part of his father diary on his trip
to Ausralia in 1857. The final part rvill be in the next newsletler
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THE ELLIOTT LINE

l-B,$Tel!EU.LOE ('hc rirsr Ft]ncrs $3s bom in llst (rDpro\ I 3t Dro-sirtd! ln I'ciilnd Iic .lrs r
brc$d bv lradc and eas lanrous lor a l,-rr d ofalc kno\\r as l:rank lilllorr s,\le llc burlt tivo houtes rn

Won Streel, Droghed3- \hcrc in one ol rh€n 3t \o l 1 hc condL,cri'd iris business Ilr had lhrc. chrldren -

onc son and nto dau8hrcrs \illiam Hlnn bom;n I ?;5 . Snrah bonr in 1;;6 {irppro\ )and\la^ i'om In
l7?i (ipproK ) Sarah mr.flcd \odre$ Branagm olColbn nerr DroghcCa. rhey hrd rlvo childrcn - \r-
dre\r sho \\as a Coionel in rhe uitish .\rnly in Amcric,r in lSlt and FrinJi who 'as an a.chitcct l\Lrn
nrarri€d Charlcs Sruan olCastle Blaney in CoLrnty \lonaghan, lreland. lhey had r dlLrghrrr \lary who mar-
ded a \lr \liller

wll-LlAll ILE\!lYl!!lO-:[ (lhe fi.\t uilliam was boro in l77s ) ar Drosheda ]le lvas rbe

only son and cldesl c id of Francis Elliott (ilrsr lrancis ) He rvas a cabinet maker and conducrcd
hjs business rl No I I wcst Srreet. Drogheda He also had a parinership *ith his so . Francis
,\ugustus (s€cond Fnncis) in a Drapery shop knorn as lhc'Neu Scotch Wa.ehouse ar No. :
Shop Srre€t, Drogheda lshop Strcd nlaJ,.' also have been lnotrn as trlain Streer Hc marrjed Rosc
Anne Donraldson who *as born ar Drdncondtu- keland. thcy had selcn children siri sons and one
daughrer. five ofwhom died in inlincy , only llvo sons survived to aduthood ranely - Fra|cis
ALrgusrus (second Francis) bom o. S-3-1800 and 'l homrs Henry Rose Anne (nee Donaldson) died
in l8l -<

FRANCIS .\UGUSTI-'S EI-l-IOTT (second Francis \\as born on 8/3/1800 Al Drogheda, h. sas
itf Auclioneer !nd vlas in partDcrship $,ith his farho (rbove) in the Drcpery Shop lle rvas one ol
the nyo surviving sons olWillian tlenry Ellion (firsr Wiiliom) and Rore Anne {nee Danaldson)
Ellioft In I 8?l (appro\ ) lt Sl Pere.s Proteiranr Ci)irch. Drcghcdafie nradcd r\rncQuinn.:lrc
ras 15 jears ofage rt rhe time. sbe was bom ar Carrick trlacross. keland in lS08 (approx) and *as
the daughter of Edward Palrick Quinn who had a Drupery Esrablishment ar CaI'ick ivlacross I

I822heunde ook a joLrmey on th€ St Geo.ge Stoanr packcr to Pa s sroppirrg oilin London lor a
shon while. He and his rvil'e {nne had three chldren - Sophia Anne {Sidney) Williani Henry
(Second Erlliald and \taria Cecilia Sophirwasbom on ?.1i91I8::1. W;ll;rmon li6ilA16 and
\lariainlS2S,shcdied\henshe\\asthreeve.TsoldFrarc;sAugusrusdicdinlS:Sofa9dayta-
\er, llaria being bom I nronlhs 3Rer his death His \litt Anne thea was only :0 vears old and hrs

brolher Thornm IIenry took over the managemcnt ofhis afl:irs end s\\indled th€ thmily oul ole!0-
Dlh;ng. including 2,000 pounds lodged at rhc bark lbr his son and daughter. His \vjta Aire dicC
at about 2i le3rs ofage.

Our First Birthday

At the meeting hcld in June. rve managed to get through the busmess
part in quick time, shortly after the champagne started to flow ald lots of
nibblcs appeared, for the next couple ofhours a very sociable time was had
by all.

The main feature of the dav rvas the presentation ofa life membership to
our popular Chairperson- Pat Ilughes. rvhich everyone agreed rvas well de-
served
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'.rd \'\.1 ' .1r...,F' ,. herlu' (,i. .\.1t'pl ot "Wil. RA bdrirg up rcll . ntrr c&l erant hu {ftnld ot nmd to pdso.rc n hd DJeirrrg A1lersomcdclay$.$dx

,nd eot Franls. ltrssase do$n to tne selih r Slip nuc a srdrcr r \2\ Lkrog de passdrgc$ lugedSD r. rhe :iir, {hen s mr
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Just a reminder, particulari,v to the newer members, that we have an ever

grorving library- which is well looked after by Jill Giles. There are several
"how to " books, lots ofmagazhes,
several other lamily histoq grourp".
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For those members who use computers, I ha,"e lound a method of printing whalc\ cr ls on

lhe screen, not necessarily in a program. ln this lleunion program there is no wei to print
rvhat is here, and if1ou can, it can save a lor ofllork and also looks good, the best part it
is very simple. All you have to do is bring up the screen you rvant, press Sl{IfT, Al,T,
and PRINT SCREEN at the same time, this puts your image onio clipboard. Norv bring
up your rvord processing or Publish progam. and PASTE, that's all there is to it. lt can
norv be moved and sized. There is a lot more can be done this walr' , anvone can see me
lor more details
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ALTERNATIVE MEETING DAY

This may'be on the back page but it is an extremely im-
portant matter

For months now the committee has been discussing the
problem that not all members can attend our Thursday
meetings, particularly the lady golf-ers, so it has been de-
cided to hold a special meeting on Wednesday l6th August
commencing at I P.M..

This will not be a formal meeting, but just a discussion
on how we can overcome this dilemma. once this is sorted
out we will have problem solving session until about 3 p"M.

All members are invited to come along, not only those who
can't make it on Thursdavs.

Some ofthe members enjoying our first birthday celebration
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