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Meetings & Activities 

Meetings are held at History House  

5a McMillan Street, Anglesea  

Entrance 4 of the McMillan Street  

Community Precinct 

The Historical Society meetings are usually on the first 
Sunday of the even months (February, April, June, Au-
gust, October & December). Meetings start at 2.00pm 
followed by a speaker and afternoon tea. 

 

MARCH  OUTING 
Thursday 8 March       
Combined visit to 
Beeac Windmill 
Park, with talk by 
local historian.       
* Leaves 9.30am     
* Lunch at Farmers          
Arms Hotel                     
* Cost: $15             
* Lunch extra 

APRIL MEETING Sunday 8 April 2.00pm at History House 
Speaker: Peter Doyle             
Subject : Restoration of the Anglesea Regatta Boats 

MAY OUTING Thursday 3 May Leave History House 
10.00am Visit to Historic Modewarre followed by lunch at 
Mount Moriac Hotel 

JUNE MEETING 2.00pm Sunday 3 June at History House  
Speaker: Melva Stott       
Subject: Town Crierss World Wide 

Members & Visitors welcome to all activities.  

Transport can be provided to all meetings and activities by 
phoning 5263 3085.  

It is the policy of this society that no activities will be held 
on days of code red or extreme fire danger. 

 

ARE YOU A FINANCIAL MEMBER? . Historical Society is $20 for the first family member per year 
and $15 for other family members (this includes insurance). People over 90 free (no insurance). Family 
History (optional extra)  is $15 per family. Please notify if extra $15 is Family History or extra Historical 
member. FEES DUE 1 SEPTEMBER Pay direct: Bendigo Bank—BSB 633 000, Account 1430 
28421—reference, your name, OR post to PO Box 98, Anglesea, 3230  

Anglesea & District Historical Society Inc. 

Box 98 Anglesea 3230 Victoria Australia. 

 

Photographs 

Anglesea & District Historical Society has an extensive 
collection  of photographs. Orders  to Jan Morris:     
Phone: 5263 3085 Email -davejanmorris@bigpond.com 

Prices         On high quality  On 100 gsm 

           photo paper    fine finish paper 

A4         8.26X11.69  $15  $8 

A5         5.82X8.26  $8  $4 

A6  4.13X5.82  $4  $2 

Digital images for personal use only $5 each 

A discount of 10% applies to financial members. 

Historical Society Committee 

President: Jan Morris Phone 5263 3085 

Email - davejanmorris@bigpond.com 

Sec. & Vice Pres.: Karl Jacklin Phone  0412 619 219 

Email -  karlj@netspace.net.au 

Treasurer: Chris Guerow Phone 5264 ϳϲϬϮ  

Email  -   chrisguerow@gmail.com  

Museum Curator: Susan Clarke  0438 070 560 

Email -   susanclarke3230@hotmail.com 

Researcher -  Bruce Bodman Phone 5263 1249 

Email - bodman@netspace.net.au 

Committee Members:  
June Ford:  Phone:5263 1874 

Email -  juneford2@bigpond.com 

Lachlan Richardson  Phone 5289 7029 

Email  -   lrichardson@iprimus.com.au 

Jim Tutt Phone 5263 1227 

Email  -   tutthj@yahoo.com.au 

Proudly sponsored by the Anglesea Community Bank 

MUSEUM OPEN TIMES  

Second Sunday of the month 2.00 - 4.00 pm or by 
appointment - Ph. 5263 3085.                
Open for browsing when groups in attendance.  

Mondays 1.30 pm -  3.30pm              
Tuesdays 10.30am – 1.00pm             
Saturdays 10.30 am - 1.00pm 

The museum is also open at other times when working 
groups are present.  

Ϯ 



Proudly sponsored by the Anglesea Community Bank ϯ 
 

2018 is well underway. Just prior to Christmas the bathing box was finally painted and it now looks like it did when 
it stood in the sand dunes on the beach. After being meticulously restored by Kevin Pollard and Keith Hornibrook, it 
was painted by McKnight’s Painting and Decorating. Our project for this year is to paint the inside and put together a 
suitable marine display, that will record the history of our bit of coastline. We are grateful to the Surf Coast Shire, our 
volunteers who worked and raised money and also to Seaside Seconds who helped fund the reroofing. This has 
been a real community effort.  

It was with an element of sadness that on 18 January we farewelled Bob 
and Lyn Smith who have moved to Queensland. We had an enjoyable 
morning tea at the Corner Café to say goodbye to them.  They have been 
enthusiastic and supportive members of both the Historical Society and 
the Family History Group. We wish them well in the new chapter of their 
life in sunny Queensland—no more cold winters. We will miss them. 

We all know the story of Wesley Anderson, a negro who came Australia 
in 1839 aged 18. He married in 1840 to Sarah Jane Clarke. He brought 
his family to Louttit Bay (Lorne) in 1850. As there was no road, he let his 
bullocks, dray and family over the cliff and drove along the beach. 

Stewart McConachy has just discovered  a little more about Wesley 
Anderson, born 1821 in Pennsylvania. He was a well known negro in this 
area in the 1800s. His father was Zebudee Anderson, a negro slave  and his mother was Mary Polly Billingsworth.  
Wesley had worked his way from America on a ship to England and then to Australia.  His wife Sarah Jane ,was a 
Quaker. The Quaker religion fully accepted colored people as equals.  Thus she was happy to marry Wesley. 
Andersons went to Louttit Bay (Lorne) and then settled at Bambra. A section of the family then moved to Aireys Inlet 
where they had a hotel, guest house, post office and store.  Stewart was also able to obtain a photo of Sarah Jane.  
Many descendants of Wesley and Sarah still reside in the Surf Coast Shire. Wesley Anderson was the first person to 
discover coal in the area, when he found a coal seam at Wormbete in 1856. Wesley is buried just outside the 
Winchelsea cemetery. Being a negro, he was not allowed to be buried in the cemetery. There is a plaque to Wesley, 

attached to his wife’s grave inside the cemetery. 

It was a surprise to have contact from Jonas Hollingworth. The only Jonas 
Hollingworth I knew of died in 1934. He was the first settler west of Aireys 
Inlet. He was well known from Jan Juc to Lorne as a builder of  bark huts in 
the days before building materials could easily be brought in from Geelong. 
Jonas had a bark hut at Point Roadknight for many years. He and his sons 
would net the bay for fish. Jonas was caretaker  of the McMillan property on 
the corner of Parker and Jackson Streets. He built the bark hut there that 
still stands today.  

Jonas’s namesake that visited us was born in 1971, 136 years later. Jonas 
junior, as I will call him, was most anxious to find out as much as he could 
about the first Jonas. The McMillan family kindly allowed me to take Jonas 
to the Bark Hut and tell the story of when it had a chimney and an attached 
kitchen. I only wished Lindsay Braden was still in Anglesea to share his vast 

knowledge about Jonas Hollingworth 1845-1934. We will keep in touch! 

BE CONNECTED - Karl Jacklin, Secretary 

If you’re over 50 and not confident with computers  or feel unsure about accessing the internet, then Anglesea 
Historical Society has the answer for you. We are running a repeating series of four, two hour sessions at History 
House. It is aimed at those older member of the community who want to learn more about the on-line world. 

We have become a network partner  in the Be Connected program which is a free government initiative aimed at 
increasing the confidence, skills and online safety of older  Australians when they use the internet and technology.  

Topics Include 

 Gaining a basic understanding of how your computer operates     Connecting to the internet     

 

º Using the internet to talk to family and friends      being safe on line     
º Shopping safely and securely on line        researching topics of interest        
You don’t necessarily have to own a computer to participate in the program, as you can use the centre’s equipment.  

If interested call Karl on 0412 629 219. 

       President’s Pen   JaŶ Moƌƌis 

 

JoŶas HolliŶgǁoƌth outside the Baƌk Hut 
ďuilt ďy his Ŷaŵesake. 
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POLICE HONOUR  PAST MEMBER WHO LOST HIS LIFE 

Jan Morris 

On Thursday 16 November, the Victorian Police Force honoured a past 
member who lost his life near Anglesea  137 years ago. He was 49 year old 
Constable David Digby, who had been sent to investigate the ship Hereford 
that was stuck on rocks just off Point Addis. George Noble the only resident 
at Anglesea at the time, had rowed  through rough seas to the wreck. He 
was able to attach a line that resulted in all 27 people on board being 
rescued. However tragedy was to come a week later  when two police 
constables were sent to investigate. When returning to shore the boat was 
overturned and Constable Digby and another man named Frank Wright were 
both drowned. Their bodies were never recovered. 

Last November a plaque, mounted on stone, was erected in memory of 
Constable David Digby. It was unveiled  at an impressive ceremony with 
police honours. Sergeant Digby of the Colac Police was a speaker at the 
unveiling of the plaque to  his, great, great, grandfather. Later generations of 
the family have continued to serve in the police force for five generations.  

We now have a permanent reminder of this historic event  with the plaque 
outside the Anglesea  Police station. The plaque read as follows:- 

  Constable David DIGBY 

                    Died 18 January 1881 

On the 10 January 1881 the ship Hereford was stranded on rocks at Point Addis.  A week later Constable David 
Digby and Mounted Constable Purcell went to the vessel to interview the manager. During the night the weather 
became very rough and waves repeatedly broke over the ship. The following morning it was decided to send 
Constables Digby and Purcell, and eleven others to shore. As they travelled through rough water an unusually large 
wave swept over the boat. Constable Digby and one other were carried off into the deep rough water. Their bodies 
were never recovered. 

David DIGBY was born in 1830 in Clifden, Ireland. He married Ellen Jane HOBEN and they settled in Geelong. 
They had ten children, George, David, Elizabeth, Georgina, Henry, Albert, Alfred, Ada, Louisa and Reginald. 

————————————————- 

It is interesting to note that the iron clipper, the Hereford was not actually 
wrecked. The Victorian Marine Underwriters received a message from the 
insurers, Lloyds of London, telling them not to sell the wreck. Unfortunately the 
message arrived too late. It had already been sold. The new owners were able 
to pull the wreck off the rocks and found there was very little damage and it was 
towed to Melbourne. 
Keith Cecil, in his book 
Wrecks and Some Near 
Misses tells us that the 

Hereford was bought by the Nourse line and used to 
transport labourers to India.  

From stories passed down we believe Mrs Noble fed the 27 
people rescued from the Hereford. She cooked rice in the 
laundry copper. The bell was presented to George Noble in 
gratitude for his bravery in reaching the stranded ship. The 
bell was for many years at the Noble property at Aireys 
Inlet. It was used to call the family to dinner. That bell is 
now in the Anglesea History House Museum. It has been 
professionally preserved to ensure it remains in good order. 

The plaƋue to CoŶstaďle Daǀid Digďy, 
outside the AŶglesea PoliĐe StatioŶ 

The Hereford being towed off the rocks 

The bell of the Hereford 



    THE HISTORY OF POLICING ALONG THE SURF COAST    
Taken from the speech given by Sergeant Kevin Warburton at the dedication of the Constable Digby plaque 

PoliĐiŶg aloŶg the Suƌf Coast has ĐhaŶged oǀeƌ the deĐades. Ouƌ stoƌǇ staƌts iŶ the ŵid-ϭϴϱϬ’s, pƌoǀidiŶg iŶsight iŶto ViĐtoƌia 
poliĐe’s ƌespoŶse to iŶĐideŶts iŶ the aƌea.  BaĐk theŶ, Ǉou ǁould Ŷot haǀe heaƌd the ǁail of a poliĐe siƌeŶs. EaƌlǇ poliĐiŶg ǁas 
ŵoƌe sedate oŶ hoƌseďaĐk. AssistaŶĐe ǁas pƌoǀided fƌoŵ GeeloŶg iŶĐludiŶg Wateƌ PoliĐe ďased at Coƌio BaǇ. EǀeŶ though 
ƌespoŶse to iŶĐideŶts ǁas oďǀiouslǇ ŵuĐh sloǁeƌ, the saŵe pƌiŶĐiples aƌe just as ƌeleǀaŶt todaǇ as theǇ haǀe alǁaǇs ďeeŶ. 
Thoƌough iŶǀestigatioŶ leads to the ďest possiďle outĐoŵes. 

SHIPWRECKS ǁeƌe aŶ iŵpoƌtaŶt paƌt of poliĐiŶg aloŶg the Đoast. WƌeĐks ƌeƋuiƌiŶg poliĐe atteŶdaŶĐe iŶĐluded the Heƌefoƌd  iŶ 
ϭϴϴϭ, the Joseph SĐaŵŵell,  ǁƌeĐked off ToƌƋuaǇ teŶ Ǉeaƌs lateƌ, aŶd of Đouƌse the IŶǀeƌloĐhy, ǁƌeĐked oŶ the IŶgoldsďǇ Reef, 
The pilfeƌiŶg aŶd thieǀiŶg fƌoŵ these ǁƌeĐks pƌoǀided ĐhalleŶgiŶg tiŵes foƌ the poliĐe. SuĐh ǁas the pilfeƌiŶg fƌoŵ the Joseph 
SĐaŵŵell  that the poliĐe deĐided to shut the GeeloŶg-ToƌƋuaǇ Road, ĐolleĐtiŶg ϰϬϬ pouŶds iŶ fiŶes. Foƌ the ϭϴϵϬ’s, that ǁas 
aŶ eŶoƌŵous aŵouŶt of ŵoŶeǇ.  It shoǁs that Đƌiŵe does Ŷot paǇ. 

POLICE PRESENCE REQUESTS The Suƌf Coast aŶd the ShipǁƌeĐk Coast haǀe alǁaǇs ďeeŶ populaƌ destiŶatioŶs foƌ holidaǇ 
ŵakeƌs.  DuƌiŶg these tiŵes, theƌe aƌe alǁaǇs ƌeƋuests foƌ iŶĐƌeased poliĐe pƌeseŶĐe. This ǁas tƌue as faƌ ďaĐk as ϭϴϴϲ at least. 
IŶ that Ǉeaƌ, aĐĐoƌdiŶg to the GeeloŶg Adǀeƌtiseƌ, the LoƌŶe ĐoŵŵuŶities ǁeƌe askiŶg foƌ a poliĐe pƌeseŶĐe oǀeƌ the suŵŵeƌ 
peƌiod. 

THE HUMAN FACTOR A poliĐe pƌeseŶĐe is ŵuĐh ŵoƌe that keepiŶg laǁ aŶd oƌdeƌ. Theƌe is alǁaǇs the huŵaŶ faĐtoƌ, like a 
ŵissiŶg Đhild, oƌ soŵeoŶe ďehaǀiŶg stƌaŶgelǇ ǁho ŵaǇ Ŷeed eǆpeƌt assistaŶĐe. The folloǁiŶg stoƌǇ ĐleaƌlǇ illustƌates this. While 
the teƌŵiŶologǇ ƌeĐoƌded iŶ the Adǀeƌtiseƌ  ;DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϴϴϲ) ǁould Ŷot ďe aĐĐeptaďle todaǇ, the aŶeĐdote should ďe ƌeĐoƌded 
iŶ its histoƌiĐal ĐoŶteǆt. 

IŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϴϴϲ,  MaƌǇ MaĐk, a ϯϬ-Ǉeaƌ-old seƌǀaŶt giƌl,  ǁho ǁas a ŵaid at AŶglesea House ǁeŶt ŵissiŶg.  The oǁŶeƌ Đould 
Ŷot aĐĐouŶt foƌ MaƌǇ MaĐk’s aďseŶĐe. MouŶted CoŶstaďles KilŵaƌtiŶ aŶd CoŶǁaǇ, ǁith the assistaŶĐe of loĐals, seaƌĐhed the 
suƌƌouŶdiŶg ďush aŶd ǁateƌs. FootpƌiŶts, ďelieǀed to the fƌoŵ the ŵissiŶg peƌsoŶ, ǁeƌe tƌaĐked to the ƌiǀeƌ ďaŶk. Afteƌ siǆ 
daǇs ŵissiŶg, Ms MaĐk ǁas sighted ďǇ a ǁoƌk ŵaŶ fƌoŵ AŶglesea House. She ǁas disĐoǀeƌed hidiŶg uŶdeƌ a ledge iŶ the ƌiǀeƌ. 
MaƌǇ ǁas suffeƌiŶg fƌoŵ eǆposuƌe, aŶd displaǇiŶg sǇŵptoŵs of luŶaŶĐǇ.  
MouŶted CoŶstaďle KilŵaƌtiŶ took heƌ to GeeloŶg,. A ŵagistƌate lateƌ adŵitted 
heƌ to the luŶaŶĐǇ ǁaƌd at Keǁ AsǇluŵ. 

NO OBJECTION The sĐope of poliĐe ǁoƌk iŶ ouƌ loĐalitǇ is highlighted ďǇ the 
folloǁiŶg stoƌǇ. IŶ ϭϴϵϬ, Mƌs JaĐksoŶ, fƌoŵ AŶglesea House, suppoƌted ďǇ 
soliĐitoƌs Mƌ WhǇte, aŶd Mƌ TooheǇ, applied foƌ a liƋuoƌ liĐeŶse. Theƌe ǁas Ŷo 
oďjeĐtioŶ fƌoŵ the poliĐe, aŶd the liĐeŶse ǁas gƌaŶted.  

FIREBUG AT WORK The possiďilitǇ of a fiƌeďug lightiŶg fiƌes iŶdisĐƌiŵiŶatelǇ is 
alǁaǇs pƌeseŶt aloŶg ouƌ Đoast. IŶ ϭϵϬϬ, ĐoŶĐeƌŶs ǁeƌe eǆpƌessed to poliĐe  aďout 
the ďehaǀioƌ of aŶ eldeƌlǇ ŵaŶ at PoiŶt Addis, ǁho ǁas oďseƌǀed ĐoŶtiŶuallǇ 
lightiŶg fiƌes iŶ stuďďle aŶd loŶg gƌass. IŶ the dƌǇ seasoŶ, ǁe ĐaŶ iŵagiŶe the 
teƌƌoƌ foƌ loĐals. MouŶted CoŶstaďle BƌadǇ fƌoŵ Mt MoƌiaĐ took the old felloǁ 
iŶto ĐustodǇ. 

1ϵ1ϴ TELEPHONIC ADVANCES ON THE WAY As WWϭ eŶded, theƌe ǁas pƌessuƌe oŶ the authoƌities to haǀe AŶglesea iŶĐluded 
iŶ the telephoŶiĐ aƌea. The ƌesideŶts hoped  that ǁith the iŶĐƌeasiŶg iŵpoƌtaŶĐe of the distƌiĐt, the ƌeƋuest ǁould ďe gƌaŶted. 
WheŶ a dƌoǁŶiŶg fatalitǇ had oĐĐuƌƌed a Đouple of Ǉeaƌs ďefoƌe, the Ŷeǁs ǁas ďƌought to GeeloŶg ďǇ Đaƌ.  

AdǀaŶĐiŶg teĐhŶologǇ, pƌiŵitiǀe todaǇ, ǁas Ŷeǀeƌtheless seeŶ ďǇ poliĐe aŶd ƌesideŶts as pƌoǀidiŶg aŶ oppoƌtuŶitǇ to deǀise a 
sǇsteŵ of sigŶals that Đould ďe opeƌatioŶal iŶ Đases of uƌgeŶt assistaŶĐe Ŷeeded. 

THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD OPENS The ĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ aŶd opeŶiŶg of the Gƌeat OĐeaŶ Road iŶ the ϭϵϯϬ’s ŵust ďe the ŵost 
sigŶifiĐaŶt eǀeŶt iŶ the histoƌǇ of poliĐiŶg aloŶg the Suƌf Coast. The ƌegioŶ gƌeǁ ƌapidlǇ. TodaǇ, the Suƌf Coast plaǇs host to oǀeƌ 
fiǀe ŵillioŶ ǀisitoƌs a Ǉeaƌ. GOR has ďeĐoŵe oŶe of the ŵost populaƌ holidaǇ aŶd touƌist attƌaĐtioŶs, ǀisited ďǇ tƌaǀelleƌs 
ǁoƌldǁide. As the ƌegioŶ ďeĐaŵe ŵoƌe iŶhaďitaďle aŶd aĐĐessiďle, the Ŷeed foƌ poliĐe aŶd eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ seƌǀiĐes iŶĐƌeased.  

PERMANENT POLICE PRESENCE IN ANGLESEA IŶ ϭϵϲϯ, the GeeloŶg Adǀeƌtiseƌ  ƌeĐoƌds AŶglesea gƌoups ŵakiŶg ƌeƋuests foƌ a 
peƌŵaŶeŶt poliĐe pƌeseŶĐe iŶ AŶglesea. IŶ ϭϵϲϰ, theƌe ǁas a teŵpoƌaƌǇ poliĐe statioŶ at AŶglesea. A ĐaƌaǀaŶ ǁas pƌoǀided as 
the fiƌst  offiĐial poliĐe faĐilitǇ. It ǁas loĐated at the foƌeshoƌe ĐaƌaǀaŶ paƌk. Foƌ puďliĐ ĐoŶǀeŶieŶĐe, this ĐaƌaǀaŶ ǁas 
peƌiodiĐallǇ ŵoǀed to the ƌiǀeƌďaŶk. The ĐuƌƌeŶt site aŶd ďuildiŶg ǁas puƌĐhased iŶ the eaƌlǇ ϭϵϲϬ’s. It has ďeeŶ ƌeŶoǀated 
tǁiĐe to faĐilitate iŶĐƌeased poliĐe Ŷuŵďeƌs aŶd a ϰ X ϰ ǀehiĐle. AŶglesea has fouƌ poliĐe ŵeŵďeƌs. The Suƌf Coast has the 
ĐapaĐitǇ foƌ a Ϯϰ poliĐe ƌespoŶse. 

ON GOING CHALLENGES The ĐhalleŶges that ouƌ eaƌlieƌ Đolleagues faĐed ĐoŶtiŶue todaǇ. As eaĐh suŵŵeƌ appƌoaĐhes, 
thousaŶds of ǀisitoƌs floĐk to the Suƌf Coast., ǁe ǁill ďe ĐhalleŶged. Motoƌ ǀehiĐle aĐĐideŶts, seaƌĐhes, Ŷeaƌ dƌoǁŶiŶgs  aŶd the 
ĐoŶtiŶuiŶg thƌeat of ďushfiƌe aƌe at the foƌeŵost of ouƌ pƌepaƌedŶess aŶd plaŶŶiŶg.  

 

1963 The Police caravan used during each 
summer prior to the establishment of a  
police station at   Anglesea 



107 Year Old Frances May Reid nee Cowan     Pat Hughes 

OŶe of ouƌ ŵeŵďeƌs, ElǁǇŶ Pollaƌd has ƌeĐeŶtlǇ helped heƌ ŵotheƌ Đeleďƌate heƌ ϭϬϳth ďiƌthdaǇ. FƌaŶĐes MaǇ Reid has seeŶ 
aŶ iŵpƌessiǀe ϭϬϳ Ǉeaƌs of life. The gƌeat- gƌaŶdŵotheƌ Đeleďƌated heƌ ϭϬϳth ďiƌthdaǇ ǁith fƌieŶds aŶd faŵilǇ. The iŵpƌessiǀe 
Ŷuŵďeƌ ŵakes FƌaŶĐes the oldest peƌsoŶ oŶ the Suƌf Coast aŶd  the GeeloŶg aƌea. She still has a ďƌight peƌsoŶalitǇ, is 
iŶteƌested iŶ faŵilǇ aŶd heƌ suƌƌouŶdiŶgs aŶd takes a dailǇ ǁalk aƌouŶd heƌ ToƌƋuaǇ ŶuƌsiŶg hoŵe. Although liǀiŶg iŶ a 
ŶuƌsiŶg hoŵe she still ŵaiŶtaiŶs a ĐoŶsideƌaďle degƌee 
of iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe.  

FƌaŶĐes ǁas ďoƌŶ iŶ Foƌƌest oŶ JaŶuaƌǇ Ϯϭ iŶ ϭϵϭϭ.  Heƌ 
paƌeŶts ǁeƌe Joshua CoǁaŶ aŶd MaǇ Reid. She had 
thƌee ďƌotheƌs Joshua PeƌĐiǀal aŶd EdŵuŶd CoǁaŶ.  

FƌaŶĐes ŵaƌƌied Jaŵes ;JiŵͿ Reid iŶ ϭϵϯϱ. TheǇ had fouƌ 
daughteƌs. TheǇ liǀed oŶ a faƌŵ at GeƌaŶgaŵete uŶtil 
ϭϵϱϯ, theŶ ŵoǀed to SkiptoŶ, a sŵall ĐouŶtƌǇ toǁŶ.  
Theƌe she folloǁed the loĐal footďall aŶd alǁaǇs eŶjoǇed 
the ǁeeklǇ ŵoǀies. WheŶ heƌ husďaŶd Jiŵ ƌetiƌed, theǇ 
ŵoǀed to Ballaƌat. Afteƌ Jiŵ passed aǁaǇ, she ĐoŶtiŶued 
to liǀe oŶ heƌ oǁŶ uŶtil she ǁas ϭϬϬ. She theŶ ŵoǀed to ToƌƋuaǇ to ďe Ŷeaƌ heƌ daughteƌ ElǁǇŶ Pollaƌd. FƌaŶĐes has ŶiŶe 
gƌaŶdĐhildƌeŶ, ϭϭ gƌeat gƌaŶdĐhildƌeŶ, ϭϭ gƌeat-gƌeat gƌaŶdĐhildƌeŶ aŶd oŶe gƌeat-gƌeat Ŷepheǁ. 

FƌaŶĐes has liǀed thƌough tǁo ǁoƌld ǁaƌs, ŵaŶ laŶdiŶg oŶ the ŵooŶ, aŶd eleǀeŶ RiĐhŵoŶd pƌeŵieƌships. The oŶe-eǇed 
Ǉelloǁ aŶd ďlaĐk faŶ still has heƌ ƌooŵ  deĐked out iŶ hoŶouƌ of heƌ ďeloǀed Tigeƌs’ϮϬϭϳ AFL, flag.  

FƌaŶĐes still ƌeŵiŶisĐes aďout heƌ Đhildhood hoŵe iŶ Foƌƌest.  ͞Theƌe 
ǁeƌe Ŷo ƌoads uŶtil aďout ϭϵϯϮ, It ǁas just ďush ďaĐk theŶ͟ she said. 
AƌouŶd that tiŵe FƌaŶĐes aŶd heƌ faŵilǇ piĐked hops oŶ  PeŶgillǇs 
faƌŵ, ǁith the SeaďeĐk faŵilǇ. This ǁas oŶ the  ƌiǀeƌ flats of the ǁest 
ďƌaŶĐh of the BaƌǁoŶ Riǀeƌ ďetǁeeŶ GeƌaŶgaŵete aŶd Foƌƌest. The 
ǁoƌk had to ďe doŶe ďǇ the faŵilǇ as heƌ fatheƌ had his ďaĐk iŶ 
plasteƌ aŶd Đould Ŷot ǁoƌk foƌ siǆ ŵoŶths.  

TheǇ ǁeƌe paid oŶe peŶŶǇ a ďushel. As hops aƌe ǀeƌǇ light iŶ ǁeight, 
it took a lot to ŵake up a ďushel. TheǇ had ďig ďiŶs ŵade fƌoŵ ďags 
aŶd siǆ people ǁould ǁoƌk togetheƌ to fill oŶe. The pƌiĐe did ƌise to 
thƌee peŶĐe a ďushel iŶ the eŶd. Theƌe ǁeƌe fiǀe hops gaƌdeŶs. The 
ǁoŵeŶ folk fƌoŵ Foƌƌest used to ǁalk seǀeƌal ŵiles eaĐh ǁaǇ to piĐk 
hops. Theiƌ husďaŶds ǁoƌked at the saǁ ŵills. The ƌoads ǁeƌe Ŷot  ŵade iŶ those daǇs, theǇ ǁeƌe just ďulloĐk ǁagoŶ tƌaĐks.  

 

FƌaŶĐes ƌeŵiŶisĐed, ͞We had pet goats aŶd theǇ ǁeƌe fuŶ, ǁe ŵilked theŵ ďǇ haŶd. We did Ŷot haǀe eleĐtƌiĐitǇ uŶtil ǁe 
ŵoǀed to SkiptoŶ iŶ ϭϵϱϯ. Befoƌe that is ǁas ĐaŶdles aŶd laŵps foƌ lightiŶg. Afteƌ daƌk, people Đaƌƌied keƌoseŶe laŶteƌŶs out 
of dooƌs to fiŶish theiƌ Đhoƌes. We lateƌ ŵoǀed to GeƌaŶgaŵete, ǁheƌe ǁe tƌapped ƌaďďits aŶd foǆes aŶd the ǇouŶgeƌ oŶes 
ĐolleĐted old ďoŶes aŶd put theŵ iŶ ďags aŶd theŶ seŶt aǁaǇ foƌ liŵe. Also ǁe Đut tƌee feƌŶs out of gullies, Đaƌted theŵ to 
GeƌaŶgaŵete foƌ Nuƌseƌies iŶ MelďouƌŶe. We piĐked ŵoss aŶd put it iŶto ďags fƌoŵ aĐƌoss the ƌoad fƌoŵ Bill Reid’s. It ǁas iŶ 
BalĐoŵďe’s paddoĐk, uŶdeƌ tƌees of ϮϬ to ϯϬ foot high. We had to Đƌaǁl uŶdeƌ oŶ ouƌ haŶds aŶd kŶees; oŶe daǇ a ϯϬϯ ďullet 
ǁeŶt passed us, so ǁe ƌaŶ hoŵe͟. 

͞IŶ ϭϵϯϬ the depƌessioŶ Đaŵe aŶd ŵǇ fatheƌ ǁoƌked oŶe aŶd a half daǇs a ǁeek foƌ siǆ shilliŶgs. We had to liǀe oŶ that. Dad 
ǁas ďƌeakiŶg stoŶe oŶ the ƌoad aƌouŶd the Aleǆ WilsoŶ CuttiŶg. 

The highlight of ŵǇ life ǁas ǁheŶ I ǁas ϴϳ Ǉeaƌs old I  tƌaǀelled oǀeƌseas. We had a tƌip thƌough Euƌope tƌaǀelliŶg thƌough 
EŶglaŶd, FƌaŶĐe, Belgiuŵ aŶd IƌelaŶd.͟ 

FƌaŶĐes saǇs that the ŵost aŵaziŶg ĐhaŶge she’s seeŶ iŶ heƌ lifetiŵe ǁould haǀe to ďe the iŶǀeŶtioŶ of the ŵotoƌĐaƌ aŶd hoǁ 
it ĐhaŶged people’s liǀes. We hope to ƌepoƌt oŶ FƌaŶĐes’ ϭϬϴ ďiƌthdaǇ Ŷeǆt Ǉeaƌ. 
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Picking hops at Gerangamete Wilson family & Frances Reid 

ElǁyŶ ǁith heƌ ϭϬϳ yeaƌ old ŵotheƌ FƌaŶĐes 


